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On November 28 the Korean Federation of Teachers’ Associati¢tisTA) held a press conference at
the Seoul Press Center to urge the government dvessl educational current issues. At the press
conference, KFTA president Lee Won-hee announcedrébult of the signature collecting campaign in
which teachers nationwide participated against &tilme tax nullification and hiring freeze. He alsaled

on the government to make its position clear

and take measures against the current
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the stoppage of free school meals offered to
poor students during vacations.

In terms of the government policy of
abolishing education tax, the KFTA
president said, “The policy should be
withdrawn because it runs counter to the
demands of citizens and parents who hope

the normalization of public education and
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the expansion of education budget.”

The signature collecting campaign was conducteidmatde by KFTA from October 27to November
20" with participation of 217,441 of teachers. “Itisprecedented that such a large number of teachers
participated in a single signature campaign fag fhiort term” said the KFTA. It added, “If the gaowment
and lawmakers reflect on teachers’ sentiment, siheyld reject the bill abolishing education tax aense
the pension law for public officials in the dirami of reflecting the particularities of teachersl goublic
employees.”

About the history textbook issue, KFTA mentionedttthe content of the history textbook in question



which denies the legitimacy of the establishmenthef Republic of Korea and Korean history shoultl no
be the object of the ideological dispute.

KFTA president talked about providing free meal fdiildren from low income families “During
vacations, the responsibility to provide free meslshifted from school to the local administratiorost of
which issue free meal coupons to poor studentsgawmade contract with restaurants. Most of thedcéid
from low income families are reluctant to use thosapons.” He added that “The authority in charfe o
this issue should understand what's actually goim@nd the condition that these children are ipréwvent
poor students from starving.”

On November 28 forum on “Achievements and Challenges for 60 ¥eafr Korean Education” was
held at the Eduwell Center of Seoul National Ursitgrof Education, jointly by KFTA, Korean Educatio
Development Institute (KEDI), and Korean EducatidResearch Association (KERA). In celebration of 60
years since the founding of the Republic of Kopaaticipants of the forum reviewed the history afr&an
education and proposed measures to enhance natmngktitiveness through education transformation.

In the keynote address, Gwak Byeong-seon, presideryungin Womens’ College, emphasized,
“Korean education requires a drastic change paatigubeyond the exam-driven and cram for testsesys
and the solution would be going back te

basics.”
“Education played a role as a main eng

that propelled Korea toward ‘the nation
miracles.” Without contribution of educatior
there would be no Korea like today,” saig
KFTA president Lee Won-hee in his openi
speech. He added, “I'd like to pay my respe
to the senior teachers who have steered
Korean people in the right direction in spite |0
many obstacles.”
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Moreover, Hyeon Seung-jong, co-chairman
of the Korea 60-Year National Foundation Celebrat@ommittee and Kim Bu-kyum, chairman of the
Curriculum Committee of the National Assembly, apped the achievements of Korean education,
expressed their appreciation for teachers and gema continuous investment in education.

The forum was sponsored by Ministry of EducatiotieBce and Technology (MEST), National Institute
for Lifelong Education (NILE), School Loving Paremissociation (a.k.a. Haksamo), Parents Association
for Quality Schools and Quality Education, Dong-Abo (newspaper) and the Korea Educational



Broadcasting System (EBS).
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KFTA held an Education Policy Forum on Novembé&rt6 discuss “The Right Way to Implement
Sabbatical Leave Program for Teachers.”

Korea has recently mapped out “Sabbatical LeavgrBno for Teachers” to enhance specialty and
morale of teachers. The program is available tohte@s who have achieved high performance or hage be
assessed as satisfactory through the teacher &walsgstem. Sabbatical leave program for teachwls
grant qualified teachers opportunities to increageertise through taking courses or trainings prediby
universities, research institutions, and privaggaaizations.

An Se-geun, professor at Kun Guk
University, emphasized that the sabbatical
leave program should not become another
system fostering fierce competition among a
few elite teachers, but instead it should offer
many teachers an open opportunity to learn
further, which finally leads to improvement of
school education.

Lee Won-o, vice principal at Sudo Girls’
High School, mentioned, “The sabbatical

leave should be served as one of many choices
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teachers can make for themselves in order to

enhance their expertise.” He also suggested
that the government provide a legal backgrounddifumy and minimum guidelines for enforcement, while
local administrations autonomously decide on detiaienforcement regulations with consideration of
supply and demand for teachers of each school.

Kim Hui-gyu, professor at Silla University, said ‘this program is used as additional incentives&or
few elite teachers who have met strict qualifiaagioather than providing an open opportunity feccteers
with certain period of teaching experience, teagheould be suffered from another form of cut-throat
competition.” Professor Kim proposed phase-in messsdor the early adoption of the sabbatical leave
program. “In the early stage, it would be desirabléocus on retraining senior teachers with mbent15
years of teaching experience, and then make a s@gesdjustment in accordance of the situationglead
the professor.

Kim Hyeon-suk, teacher at Seoul Gaewon Elementaityo8 mentioned “If the government and
education administrators only consider their poliags and needs in applying the program and sefect



teachers, they could not get any satisfactory tesul favorable responses from the teachers.” &w
proposed an ‘unpaid sabbatical leave program’ alaitig the paid study leave.
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At the 89th plenary board of representatives omedtber 21, KFTA deliberated objects of its policy
on the current educational issues- education talkfication, education budget reduction, teacher
evaluation, and open recruitment system for prasipand adopted a resolution strongly urging the
government and lawmakers to address these problEmesrepresentatives also endorsed a 2009 budget
and programs, and elected new directors and supedents.

More than 200 participants argued that “Many pekdail to reflect

real conditions in schools and live up to teachexgectations. Even
the policies that have been criticized by the gasternment are being
implemented without due consideration.” They callesh the
government to pursue field based policies.

In an opening address, Lee Won-hee, KFTA presidard, “We
have to criticize government’s education policiegét them improved.
The government should retract its wrongful decisidike the open
recruitment of principals and the education taxutment.” He also
hinted that he might accept the teacher evaluaiothe assumption
that the government formulates a reasonable plasayyng “If the
evaluation is not linked to salaries and promotidr@sn willing to take

a more positive attitude towards the evaluationesys’
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At board of representatives, Nakamura Yuzuru, pesdi of Japan
Teachers Union (JTU) and Akaike Hiroaki, internatib department
director of JTU also joined and delivered a congedbry address

about promoting educational interchanges thorougtuently visiting

each other.

During 3-day visit to Korea, Mr. Nakamura, JTU pdest, participated in KFTA board of
representatives, had interviews on Japanese ednahturrent issues with major Korean daily newspsp
and visited Seoul National University of Educatamd the elementary school attached to the uniyetsit
a gathering with KFTA members, he expressed hisopsee more enlarged educational interchanges
between KFTA and JTU.
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On November %, KFTA President’s National Teachers Tennis Chamgtips 2008 were as held at the
tennis court of Chungnam National University widblplayersn 72 teams participating. This tournament

is a major sports tournament for middle and highost teaching faculties held following the National

Elementary Teachers’ Volleyball Tournament on J28i&

Nt

In an opening address, KFTA presidet

that th
to strength

Lee Won-hee emphasized

tournament is designed
confidence and comradeship between KFH
members regardless of the outcome, ther
building “more unified and stronge
KFTA.” He encouraged the players [
saying, “With as much passion as you hg
devoted to tennis, teachers and KFTA co

make a good team to lead Korean educat

NS
en
TA
eby
!

y
\ve
d

ion

Ll

| $&.

$% 'S %- %- % 0

towards a brighter future.”

The championship went to Incheon. Chungbuk finishuegher-up and Seoul was the third. The winner of

university faculties’ doubles was Seoul, women’'stiles winner is Incheon, school site managers’ tsub

winner is Chungbuk and men’s doubles was won bynGhuk and Jeonbuk.
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